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"ang-tse deltas, a distance of at least 5000 miles, are
confined in their upper courses within the comparatively
narrow tract which lies between the eastern tributaries
of the Brahmaputra and the head-waters of the Hoang-ho.
Margary, Gill, McCarthy, Szechenyi, Walker, Errol Gray,
Prince Henry of Orleans, and others who have traversed
the ground between Yun-nan and Upper Burma, all speak
of the numerous river valleys running north and south
which they had to cross between Lake Ta-li-fu and Bhamo.
Justus Perthes's map (1881) of Szechenyi's route from
Sayang to Bhamo, a distance of about 'l 60 miles as the
bird flies, lays down, besides numerous tributaries, no less
than four main streams identified by that explorer as the
Mekhong, Salwin, and the two great forks of the Ira-
wadi. The same phenomenon is described by Desgodins,
whose route lay far to the north between Se-chuen and
Tibet, and by A. IL, who in 1882 also traversed the
remarkable region of contiguous river valleys between the
Yang-tse and the Brahmaputra.

f Going eastwards, and keeping within the limits of
jlndo-China, first comes the Irawadi, formed by the
.junction of the Nam-kiu in the west, and the Phung-mai
'in the east, neither of which head-streams has yet (1895)
been traced to its source. Hence the problem of the
Irawadi' still remains unsolved, although Mr. Needham,
'the Abb4 Desgodins, and A. K. (Pundit Krishna) have
finally disposed of its claim to lie regarded as the con-
tinuation of the Tibetan San-po. During a three years'
residence in the valley of the Lu-kiang (Upper Salwin ?)
at a convenient place for studying the question, Desgodins
ascertained that the two rivers could not possibly be
connected, and that consequently the San-po must flow
to the Brahmaputra, as has since been placed beyond
x<jubt by Needham and others.
0 Much of the confusion regarding the hydrography of